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INLANDBOATMEN’S UNION  
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WASHINGTON STATE FERRIES, 
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MEC CASE NO. 22-07 
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Schwerin, Campbell, Barnard and Iglitzin, by Robert Lavitt, Attorney, appearing for the 
Inlandboatmen's Union of the Pacific. 
 
Rob McKenna, Attorney General, by David Slown, Assistant Attorney General, appearing for 
Washington State Ferries. 

 

 THIS MATTER came on regularly before the Marine Employees' Commission (MEC) on 

April 20, 2007, when the Inlandboatmen’s Union of the Pacific (IBU) filed a request for 

grievance arbitration, docketed as MEC Case No. 22-07. The IBU’s grievance alleged that in 

November 2006, WSF’s Port Captain unjustly removed James Brickley from his AB position, 

based solely upon a breathing test administered by Dr. Zimmerman of Health Force and the 

subsequent restriction that he could only wear a respirator while doing sedentary work. 

 Commissioner John Sullivan was assigned to act as Mediator for the settlement 

conference scheduled on June 5, 2007. Commissioner Elizabeth Ford was designated to act as 

Arbitrator and a hearing scheduled for July 19, 2007.  

 The parties were unsuccessful at resolving the issue during the June 5 settlement 

conference. Due to issues over the availability of WSF’s primary witness, the July 19 hearing 

was cancelled, continued to November 9 and then later continued again to January 18, 2008. The 
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January 18 hearing was cancelled when Arbitrator Elizabeth Ford announced she had accepted a 

new position with King County and would depart the Commission the end of January. 

 Commissioner Patricia Warren, appointed to fill Ms. Ford’s position on the Commission, 

was substituted as Arbitrator and a hearing rescheduled for June 12, 2008. 

 During MEC’s May 30, 2008 public meeting, Paul Ganalon, WSF Labor Relations, 

reported that the parties had signed an agreement resolving this matter. IBU withdrew the 

grievance the same day. WSF provided the Commission with a copy of the parties’ signed 

settlement agreement. That agreement is appended to and becomes a part of this Order by 

reference.  

ORDER 

 It is hereby ordered that the request for grievance arbitration, filed by the IBU and 

docketed as MEC Case No. 22-07, is closed in acknowledgement of the parties’ settlement 

agreement.   

 DATED this 20th day of June 2008. 

      MARINE EMPLOYEES' COMMISSION 
 
      /s/ JOHN SWANSON, Chairman 
 
      /s/ JOHN SULLIVAN, Commissioner 
 
      /s/ PATRICIA WARREN, Commissioner 
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