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DATE: August 14, 2026

SUBJECT:  Notice of Oral Argument

On October 19, 2026, the Public Employment Relations Commission (PERC) will be holding
oral argument in Teamsters Local 117 v. Washington State Department of Corrections, case
142105-U-25.

In this case, Teamsters Local 117 alleged that the Department of Corrections committed an
unfair labor practice (ULP) by unilaterally implementing new software to enhance existing GPS
technology on state vehicles operated by Teamsters members. A PERC examiner ruled that the
change was not subject to bargaining with the union because the state employee collective
bargaining law provides, in part, “The employer shall not bargain over rights of management
which . . . shall include but not be limited to . . . the use of technology . . ..” RCW
41.80.040(1)(a). The examiner found that the installation and use of the software was covered by
“use of technology.” The examiner’s decision was published in Washington State Department of
Corrections, Decision 14309 (PSRA, 2026). The union appealed to the Commission.

The Commission has asked the parties to present oral argument at a special public meeting
scheduled for 10:30 a.m. on October 19, 2026. The meeting will be held in the courtroom of the
Seattle University School of Law, located at 901 12th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98122.

PERC is an independent state agency that administers Washington’s 11 collective bargaining
laws, covering mostly public-sector workers in Washington state. PERC provides collective
bargaining and conflict management training, mediation services, and adjudication of alleged
collective bargaining law violations, known as unfair labor practices (ULPs). PERC examiners
rule on ULP charges. In turn, examiner decisions can be appealed to the Commission, a three-
member body appointed by the governor.
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