














Washington State Language Access Providers, Decision 13344-D (PECB, 2023) 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS COMMISSION 

In the matter of the petition of: 

WA INTERPRETERS 

Involving certain employees of: 

WASHINGTON STATE LANGUAGE 
ACCESS PROVIDERS 

CASE 133171-E-20 

DECISION 13344-D - PECB 

CERTIFICATION 
by Election 

Nicholas E.D. Power, Attorney at Law, The Law Office of Nicholas Power, PLLC, 
for WA INTERPRETERS. 

Cheryl L. Wolfe, Senior Counsel, and M. Kate Garcia, Assistant Attorney General, 
Attorney General Robert W. Ferguson, for the Washington State Language Access 
Providers. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. WA Interpreters filed a representation petition concerning employees of the Washington 
State Language Access Providers. The Public Employment Relations Commission (PERC) 
determined the petition was timely filed and accompanied by a sufficient showing of 
interest. 

2. The Washington Federation of State Employees timely moved for intervention in the 
proceedings, and each motion for intervention was supported by a showing of interest 
which was administratively determined by PERC to be sufficient. 

3. The bargaining unit is described as follows: 

All language access providers who are persons defined, in accordance with 
RCW 41.56.030, as any independent contractor who provides spoken 
language interpreter services for Department of Labor and Industries 
authorized medical and vocational providers who provided these services 
on or after January 1, 2019, whether paid by a broker, language access 
agency, or the Department of Labor and Industries, or in accordance with 
RCW 39.26.300, with the Department of Labor and Industries purchasing 
services directly from language access providers or through limited 
contracts with scheduling and coordinating delivery organizations, or both. 
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4. PERC conducted election proceedings. The employees were given a free choice in the 
proceedings. The tally of results was provided to the parties. No meritorious election 
objections were filed. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. The unit described in finding of fact 3 is an appropriate unit within the meaning of 
RCW 41.56.060. 

2. Representation proceedings were conducted in accordance with RCW 41.56.070 and 
chapter 391-25 WAC. 

CERTIFICATION 

Washington State Language Access Providers employees in the bargaining unit described in 

finding of fact 3 have chosen 

WASHINGTON FEDERATION OF STATE EMPLOYEES 

as their representative for the purpose of collective bargaining with their employer. 

ISSUED at Olympia, Washington, this  14th  day of September, 2023. 

PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS COMMISSION 

MICHAEL P. SELLARS, Executive Director 

PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS COMMISSION

MICHAEL P. SELLARS, Executive Director
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ISSUED ON 09/14/2023 

 

DECISION 13344-D - PECB has been served by mail and electronically by the Public Employment Relations 
Commission to the parties and their representatives listed below.   

 
BY:  DEBBIE BATES 

 
CASE 133171-E-20 
 
EMPLOYER:      WASHINGTON STATE LANGUAGE ACCESS PROVIDERS 

 
REP  BY: M. KATE GARCIA 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
1116 W RIVERSIDE AVE STE 100 
SPOKANE, WA 99201-1106 
katieg1@atg.wa.gov 
 
CHERYL L. WOLFE 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
1116 W RIVERSIDE AVE STE 100 
SPOKANE, WA 99201-1106 
cheryl.wolfe@atg.wa.gov 
 
MICHAELA DOELMAN 
OFFICE OF FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
INSURANCE BUILDING 
PO BOX 43113 
OLYMPIA, WA 98504-3113 
labor.relations@ofm.wa.gov 
 

PARTY 2:            WA INTERPRETERS 
 

REP BY: JUAN MEDINA BLOISE 
WA INTERPRETERS 
PO BOX 584 
AUBURN, WA 98071 
independentlniunion@wainterpreters.org 
 
NICHOLAS E.D. POWER 
THE LAW OFFICE OF NICHOLAS POWER, PLLC 
540 GUARD STE 150 
FRIDAY HARBOR, WA 98250 
nickedpower@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

RECORD OF SERVICE 



Record of Service           Page 2 of 2 

     360.570.7300  |  filing@perc.wa.gov  |  PO Box 40919, Olympia, WA 98504 

PARTY 3: WASHINGTON FEDERATION OF STATE EMPLOYEES 
 

REP BY: HERB HARRIS 
WASHINGTON FEDERATION OF STATE EMPLOYEES 
1212 JEFFERSON ST SE STE 300 
OLYMPIA, WA 98501-2332 
perc@wfse.org 
 
EDWARD EARL YOUNGLOVE III 
YOUNGLOVE & COKER, P.L.L.C. 
1800 COOPER PT RD SW BLDG 16 
PO BOX 7846 
OLYMPIA, WA 98507-7846 
edy@ylclaw.com 
 

  
 

  
 



From: Herb Harris
To: PERC, Filing (PERC); Pulse, Peggy (DSHS/OOS/HRD); Comeau, Gina (OFM); Wynder, Tracy L (LNI)
Cc: Kurt Spiegel; Mark Hamilton; Tawny Brown
Subject: Petition to Combine bargaining units
Date: Thursday, March 7, 2024 2:20:30 PM
Attachments: Petition.pdf

10871-C.pdf
13344 L&I.pdf

External Email

Dear PERC
Please find attached a petition to combine two Language Access Providers bargaining units
into one unit.
If you have any problems opening the attachments, please let me know as soon as possible.
Thank you,
Herb
 
Herb Harris
WFSE – Manager of PERC Activities
1212 Jefferson St. SE Ste. 300
Olympia, WA  98501
Cell 360-402-4570
Office 360-352-7603
herbh@wfse.org
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